
         

 

 
 

Dear Parents. We hope you’ve had a lovely Christmas and New Year (seems so long ago now) and hope       

the children have enjoyed our voyage in to space this term, along with our Chinese New Year and 

Valentines celebrations. Next half term we will be looking at people who help us/Easter/Mother’s Day. 

A reminder to parents  
Please ensure that your child comes to pre-school with a bag of spare clothes (and nappies, wipes and nappy bags, if 
needed) and suitable attire for outside play, we will be going outside in all weathers, every day! It will help your child if you 
encourage them to find their name in the morning, this is in preparation for school.  
At snack time, we will provide a healthy fruit snack. It is not necessary for your child to bring in a water bottle as we have a 
water dispenser on the drinks and snack table to encourage child independence. Please make sure that all items, including 
clothes, bags and lunch boxes that are brought into pre-school are labelled with your child’s name. We cannot be 
responsible for anything that goes astray as stated in our policy and welcome pack. If it is named, we may be able to return 
them if they go home with the wrong child.  
Thank you.                                                                       

Mobile phones 
In order to safeguard our children, the pre-school is a 
mobile phone free zone. Please remember to turn off 
your phones and keep them in bags/ cars.                         

Communication pre-school diary 

After an evaluation of how our time is spent 
during sessions, we have decided writing in the 
communication diaries is becoming very time 
consuming now we are growing in numbers, 
when our time could be spent engaging more 
with the children through our in the moment 
planning enabling us to cater for every child’s 
individual needs. We will however be replacing 
these books with a whiteboard/chalk board at 
the Pre-school entrance, which will contain 
details of what snack children have eaten and 
the activities that have been undertaken/made 
available through our Facebook social media 
page. Please make sure you subscribe to this 
Facebook page for regular updates. A member 
of staff will always be available for verbal 
feedback, once all children have been safely 
dismissed. 

Mother’s day making morning - Friday 24th March                                                                                               
We would like to invite Mummies/Nannies to spend the 
morning with us baking and making different crafts 
(refreshments will be provided). We will send out 
letters/emails nearer the time to confirm numbers. 

Easter Egg Hunt, Bonnet competition– Friday 31st March 
On the last day of term Friday 31st March we will be 
holding an Easter Egg Hunt, Easter Parade and Easter 
Bonnet Competition, if you would like to help your child 
to create Easter Bonnet’s at home over the next few 
weeks in the lead up to the competition for your child to 
join in the parade. 

Phonics Bear 

Next term we will be sending home our Phonics Bear to 

spend the weekend with your child at home, each child 

will get the chance to participate. For those children 

leaving for school after the Summer Term we will be 

sending home a homework communication book bag to 

begin your child’s journey in preparation for school 

People who help us 

As discussed in our last newsletter we will be 
organising visits from John Simmons our local 
Fire Community liaison officer and Adam 
Lighterness from the Safer Neighbourhood 
Police Team.  
 
This past term we had a visit from Carol McNeal 
from Bromley Health Dental team, the children 
thoroughly enjoyed listening to stories and 
songs on how to keep our teeth healthy, but 
most of all they enjoyed cleaning all of Carol’s 
cuddly animal’s teeth, with all the correct dental 
equipment 

Parent Meetings and Progress Reviews  
In March parent meetings will be arranged in which to discuss how 

your child has settled into the new half term and a chance for you to 

access their progress reviews. This will be towards the end of the 

Spring term. 

Footwear  
We now have two boxes for your child’s shoes and wellie boots (please ensure these are labelled) slippers can now be 
worn whilst inside the hall. 
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Here is a brief overview of the learning intentions that we will be focusing on this half term and suggestions of things you 

could do at home to help.  

Personal, social and emotional development  Sharing, turn taking games and ensuring we use our sand timers. 

Helping the new starters to access all of the Pre-school resources. 

Physical development  Health and self-care, with a focus on independently putting on 

coats, boots, shoes etc. Making independent choices at snack 

time, pouring our drinks, selecting and cutting up our own 

fruit/vegetables (under close supervision, with our plastic knifes 

Communication and language  Continuing to discuss our golden rules at circle time (good 

listening, good looking, kind hands, indoor walking). 

Literacy  Reading; Sharing stories, thinking about characters and events, 

listening to rhyme and rhythm, listening to sounds at the 

beginning of words and recognising individual letters. Continuing 

with our jolly phonics system, focusing on the sounds S,A,T,I,P.   

Maths  Number, focusing on identifying numbers 1-10 correctly and 

sequencing them in the correct order.  

Understanding the world  Continuing to explore our outside area, particularly our mud pit 

area and planting seeds and bulbs. 

Expressive arts  Exploring media and materials; Becoming independent and 

confidently choosing our own craft materials to use how we see 

fit. 

Celebrations/topics next half term:  Easter, Mother’s day, Pancake day, People who help us 

Trip to Keston Woods 
We are arranging another trip next half term, following on from the success of our build a bear trip last year. We will be 
visiting Keston Woods, for a Spring Forest School Adventure on Wednesday 15th March. We will advise of times and request 
permission slips within the next couple of weeks. We will require parent’s to attend with their children so we will be over 
the correct adult to child ratio for outings 1:2. 

Parent Meetings and Progress Reviews  
In March parent meetings will be arranged in which to discuss how your child has settled into the new half term and a 
chance for you to access their progress reviews. This will be towards the end of the Spring term. 

Important Notice 
We would like to thank you for your patience and understanding in our recent staff changes. As a new Pre-school it is 
important to us to recruit the right staff, whom have a passion for Early Years whilst undertaking The Garden Pre-school’s 
ethos. We are very pleased to inform all our parent’s that after two months of our extensive safer recruitment process, we 
now have our team in place. 
We would like you to join us in welcoming Mrs Lynne Ashworth (level 3 in child care) who has a vast amount of experience, 
we are also welcoming Mrs Mel Walker (level 3 in child care) who has experience in a variety of childcare settings and last 
but by no means least, Miss Alison Godsen (level 3 in child care) will also be joining The Garden Pre-school Team. We would 
like to send a massive thank you to Mrs Janette Hughes for supporting us whilst undertaking our recruitment process, your 
help has been truly amazing. 


